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SALISBURY-PLAIN. 
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M® Jounson, avery worthy char i 


table Gentleman, was travelling na 

fome time ago acrofs one of thofe vafivith 
Plains which are well known in Wilthow 
fhire. It wasa fine fummer’s eveningthe 
and he rode flowly that he might hav rave 
leifure to admire God in the works of hifvert 
creation. For this Gentleman was ofhefs 
opinion, that a walk or a ride, was afhis” 
proper atime as any to think about googher 
things, for which reafon, on fuch occafifenti 
ous he feldom thought fo much about hifkolc 
moncy, or his trade, or public news, affn t 
at other times, that he might with mor@coa 
eafe and fatisfaétion enjoy the pioughs t 
thoughts which the vifible works of th@whe 
great Maker of heaven and earth are infor 
tendecl to raife in the mind. DY 
Gis attention was all of afudden caileq@f | 


of by tne barking of aShepherd’s dcgfiine 
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nd looking up he {pied one of thofe little 
uts, which are here and there to be feen 
., © d§n thefe great Downs; and near it was 
iit he Shepherd himfelf bufily employed 
OF Pith his dog in colleéting together his 
raft flock of fheep. As he drew nearer 
e perceived him to bea clean, well- 
ooking, poor man, near fifty years of 

we. His coat, though at firft it had pro 
char ably been of one dark colour, had beet 
ellingfn a long courfe of years fo often patched 
> vallvith different forts of cloth, that it was 
Wilthow become hard to fay which had been 
ninghe original colour. But this, while it 
hav rave a plain proof of the Shepherd's po- 
of hi erty, equally proved the exceeding neat- 
as Ofefs, indufiry, and good manacement of 
as afhis wife. His ftockings no lets proved 
go0ogher good houfewi! ery, for they were 
ccalifentirely covered with darns of different 
ut hifkoloured worfted, but had not a hole 
S, afin them; and his ‘fhirt, though nearly -as 
mor@coarfe as the fails cf a fhip, wasa s white 
piou asthe drifted fhow, and neatly ménded 
: th@where time had either made.a rent, or 
€ iMfvorn it thin. This is a rule of judeing, 
by which one fhall feldom be deceived. 
alled@lf I meet with a labourer, hedaige, ditch - 
deg@ine, er mending the highways with his 
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ftockings and fhirt tight and whole, how. 
ever mean and bad his other garments are, 
I have feldom failed, on vifiting his cot. 
tage, to find that alfo clean and well or. 
dered, and his wife notable, and worthy 
of encouragement. Whereas a poor wo. 


man, who will be lying a-bed, or goflip.f 


ping with her neighbours when fhe ought 
to be fitting out her hufband in a cleanly 
manner, will feldom be found to be very 
good in other refpects. 

This was not the cafe with our Shep-. 
herd: And Mr. Johnion was not more 
ftruck with the decency of his mean and 
frugal @refs, than with his open honefi 


countenance, which bore {trong marks of 


health, cheerfulneis, and fpirit. 

Mr. Johnfon, who was ona journcy, 
and fomewhat fearful from the appearance 
of the iky, that rain was at no great dil- 
tance, accofied the Shepherd with afking 
what fort of weather he thought it would 
be on the morrow.— It will be fuch wea- 
theras pleafes me,’ anfwered the Shep- 
herd. Thouch the anfwer was delivered 
in the mildeft and civileft tone that could 
be imagined, the Gentleman thought the 
words themfelves rather rude and furly, 
and afked him how that could be, * Be. 
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caufe,”? replied the Shepherd, “ it will be 
fuch weather as fhall pleafe God, and 
whatever pleafes him always pleafes me.”’ 

Mr. Johnfon, who delighted in good 
men and good things, was very well fatis- 
fied with his reply. For he jufily thought 
that though an hypocrite may eafily con- 


trive to appear better than he really isto 


a ftranger; and that no one fhould be too 
foon trufted, merely for having afew good 
words in his mouth; yet as he knew that 
“out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth fpeaketh,” he always accuftomed 
himfelf to judge favourably of thofe who 
had a ferious deportment and folid man- 
ner of fpeaking. “ It looks as if it pro- 
ceeded from a good habit,” faid he, “and 
though I may now and then be deceived 
by it, yet it has not often happened to me 
to be fo. Whereas, if a man accolts me 
with an idle, diftolute, vulgar, indecent, 


or prophane expreflion, I have never been 


deceived in him, but have generally on 


inquiry found-his character to be as bad i 


as his language gave me room to expect.”” 

He entered into converfation with the /@ 
Shepherd in the following manner. Yours | 
is a troublefome life, honeft fr iend, faidhe. a 


To be fure, Sir, replied the Shepherd, | 





*tis not a very lazy life; buttis not neg 
fo toillome as that which my GREAT Mas 
TER led for my fake, and he had every 
fiate and condition of life at his choice, 
and chofe a hard one—while I only fub- 
mit to the lot that is appoisited me.—Y ou 
are expofed to great cold and heat, faid 
the Gentleman :—true, Sir, faid the Shep. 
herd; but then I am not expofed to great 
temptations ; and fo throwing one thing 
again{t another, God is pleafed to con. 
trive to make things more equal than we 
poor, ignorant, fhort fighted creaturesff 
are apt to think. David was happier when 
he kept his father’s fheep on fuch a plain 
as this, and finging fome of his own 
Pfalms perhaps, than ever he was when 
he became king of Ifrael and Judah. And 
I dare fay we fhould never have had fome 
of the moft beautiful texts in all thofe 
fine Pfalms, if he had not been a Shep- 
herd, which enabled him te make fo ma- 
ny fine comparifons and fimilitudes, as 
one may fay, from a country life, fiocks 
of fheep, hills, and vallies, and foun- 
tains of water. 

You think then, faid: the Gentleman, 
that a laborious life is ahappy one. I do, 
sir, and more fo efpecially, as it expofes 
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aman to fewer fins. If King Saul had 

continued a poor laborious man to the 
co of his days, he might have lived 
happy and honeft, and died a natural 
deatn in his bed at laft, which you know, 
Sir, was more than he did. But I {peak 
with reverence, for it was divine Provi- 
dence overruled all that, you know, Sir, 
and I do not prefume to make compari- 
fons. Befides, Sir, my employment has 
been particularly honoured—Moles was 
a Shepherd in the plains of Midian.—lIt 
was to “Shepherds keeping their flocks 
by night,’ that the angels appeared in 
Bethlehem, to tell the beft news, the 
gladdeft tidings, that ever were revealed 
to poor finful men: often, and often has 
the thought warmed my poor heart in the 
coldeft night, and filled me with more 
joy and thankfulnefs than the belt fupper 
could have done. 

Here the Shepherd ftopped, for he be- 
gan to feel that he had made too free, and. 
had talked too long, But Mr. Johnfon 
was fo well pleafed with what he faid, 
and with the cheerful conten ie 
in which he faid it, that he defired him j@ 
to go on freely, for that it wasa pieafure @ 
to him to meet with a plain man, whe 7 
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without any kind of learning but what 
he had got irom the Bible, was able to 
talk fo well on afubjeét in which all men, 
high and low, rich and poor, are equally 
concerned. 

Indeed lam afraid I make too bold, 
Sir, for it better becomes me to liften to 
fuch a Gentleman as you feem to be, than 
to talk in my poor way; but as I was fay- 
s°g, Sir, | wonder all working men do 
not derive as great jor and delight as I do 
from thinsing how God has honoured 
poverty! Oh! Sir, what great, or rich, 
or mighty men have had fuch honour put 
on them, or their condition, as Shep- 
herds, ‘Tent-makers, Fifhermen, and Car. 
penters have had? 

My honeft friend, faid the Gentleman 
I perceive you are ‘well acquainted with 
{cripture. Yes, Sir, pretty well, bleffed 
be God! through his mercy I learnt to 
‘ead when I was a little boy ; though read- 
ing was not fo common when I was a 
cilld, as, I am told, through the good- 
nefs of Providence, and the generofity of 
the rich, it is likely to become now a-days. 
I believe there is no day for the latt thirt y 
years, that I have not peeped at my Bible 
If we can ’t find time to read a chapter, 
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defy any man _to fay he can’t find time 

o read a verife; and a fingle text Sir, 
yell followed and put in practice every 
lays would make no bad figure at the 
year’s end; three hundred and fixty-five 

exts, without the lofs of amoment’s time, 
would make a pretty ftock, a little golden 
treafury, as one may fay, from new-year’s 
day to new-year’s day; and if children 
were brought up to. it, they would look 
for their text as naturally as they do for 
their breakfait. No labouring man, ‘tis 
true, has fo much leifure as a Shepherd, 
for while the flock is feeding, I am oblig- 
ed to be ftill, and at fuch times I can now 
and then tap a fhoe for my children or 
ny tele which is a great faving to us, and 

while I am doing that I repeat a bit of a 
tial which makes the time pafs plea- 
fantly in this wild folitary place. I can fay 
the belt part of the Bible by heart, I be- 
lieve I fhould not fay the beft part, for 
every part is good, but I mean the greatelt 
part. I have led but a lonely life, and have 
often had but little to eat, but my Bible 
has been meat, drink and company to 
me, as I may fay, and when want and 
trouble have come upon me, l'dont know 
what 1 fhould have done indeed. $ Sir, uf 1 

“5 





had not had the promifes of this book fy 
my ftay and fupport. 

You have had great difficulties then! 
faid Mr. Johnfon. Why, as to that, Sir 
not more than neighbours fare, I have 
but little caufe to complain, and much 
to be thankful; but I have had fome 
little ftruggles, as I will leave you to 
judge. I have awife and eight children, 
whom I bred up in that little cottage 
which you fee under the hill about haif 
ae mile off. What, that with the fmoke 
coming out of the chimney, faid the 

entleman. Ono, Sir, replied the Shep. 
herd fmiling, we have feldom fmoke in 
the evening, for we have little to cook, 
and fireingis very dear in thele parts. ’Tis 
that cottage which you fee on the left hand 
of the Church, near that little tuft of haw- 
thorns. What that hovel with only one 
room above and one below, with fcarcely 
any chimney, how is it poflible you can 
live there with fuch a fainily! O! it is 
very poflible and very certain too, cried 
the Shepherd. How many better men] 
have been worfe lodged! how many good 
chriftians have perifhed in prifons and 
dungeons, in comparifon of which my cot- 
tage is apalace. The houfe is very well, 
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Sir, and if the rain did not fometimes beat 
down upon us through the thatch when’ 
we are a-bed, I fhould not defire a bet- 
ter; for I have health, peace, and liber- 
ty, and no man maketh me afraid. 

Well, I will certainly call on you be- 
fore it be long; but how can age con- 
trive to lodge fo many children? We do 
the beft we can, Sir. My poor wife isa if 
very fickly woman, or we fhould always | 
‘have done tolerably well. There areno @ 

gentry in the parifh, fo that fhe has not 
met with any great afliltance in her fick- 
nefs. The good curate of the parifh who 















€ infi lives in that pretty parfonage in the val- 
ook, ley, ‘s very willing, but not very able to 
Tis Bafit us on thefe trying occafions, for he 


land 
LAW - 
one 
cely 
can 
it 1s 
ried 
nen | 
ood 


has little enough for himfelf and a large 
family into the bargain. Yet he does 
what he can, and more than many richer 
men do, and more than he can well af- 
iord. Befides that, his prayers ride good 
advice we are always fure of, and we are 
truly thankful for that, for a man mutt 
vive, you know, Sir, according to what 
he hata, and not according to woat. he 


ana MB hath not. 
Ot. Are you in any diftrefs at pre sfent ? faid a 
ell, J Mr. Johnfon. No, Sir, thank God, ren i 
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plied the Shepherd. I get my fhilling, 
day, and moii of my children will foon bk 
able to earn fomething ; for we have only 
three under five years ofage. Only ! jaid 
the Gentleman, that is a heavy burden, 
Not at all; God fits the back to it. Tho 
my wile is not able to do any out of door 
work, yet fhe breeds up our children to 
fuch habits of induftry, that our little 
maids before they are fix years old can 
firit get a halfpenny, and then a penny 
a-day by knitting. The boys who are 
too little to do hard work, get a trifle by 
keeping the birds off the corn ; for this the 
farmers will give them a penny or two. 
pence, and now and then a bit of bread 
and cheefe into the bargain. When the 
feafon of crow keeping is over, then they 
glean or pick ftones; any thing is better 
than idler efs, Sir, and if they do not get 
a farthing by it, I would make them doit 
jult the fame, for the fake of giving them 
early habits of labour. 

So you fee, Sir, 1 am not fo badly off as 
many are; nay, if it were not that it cofls 
me fo much in Potecary’s ftuff for my 
poor wife, I fhould reckon myfelf well off. 

, INay, I do reckon myfelf well off, for 
| bleffed be God, he has granted her life to 
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my prayers, and I would work mylelf to 
a’natomy, and live on one meal a-day to 
add any comfort to her valuable life; in- 
deed I have often done the lait, and 
thought it no great matter neither. 

While they were on this part of the dif- 
courfe, a fine plump cherry-cheek little 
girl ran up out of breath, with a {mile 
on her young happy face, and without 
taking any notice of the Gentleman, 
cried out with great joy—Look here, fa- 
ther, only fee how much I have got to- 
day! Mr. Johnfon was much {truck witn 
her fimplicity, but puzzled to know what 
was the occafion of this great joy. On 
looking at her he perceiveda imal! quan- 
tity of coarfe wool, fome of whica had 
found it’s way through the holes of her 
clean, but fcanty and ragged woollen 
apron. he father faid, this has been a 
fuccefsful day ewe: Molly, but don’t 
you fee the Gentleman ? Molly now made 
a curtfey down to the very ground; while @ 
Mr. Johnfon enquired into the caute of 
the mutual fatisfa€tioa which both father 
and daughter had exprefled, at the uh- | 
ufual good fortune of the day. a 

DH, ” (ata the Shepherd, poverty is a 
great fharpener of wits.—My wife and 1M 
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cannot endure to fee our children (poor 
as they are) without fhoes and ftockiiigs, 
not only on account of the pinching cold 
which cramps their poor little limbs, but 
becaufe it degrades and debafes them ; 
and poor people who have but little re. 
gard to appearances willieldom be found 
to have any great regard tor honefty and 
goodnefs; I don’t fay this is always the 
cafe; but I am fure itis fo too often, 






























Now fhoes and ficckines being very dear tel 
we could never aflord to get them with- § 1" 
out a little contrivance. I muft fhew you | he 
how I manage about the fhoes when you § 8! 
condefcend to call at our cottage, Sir; § *° 
as to fiockings, this is one way we take 

to help get them. My young ones who a 
are too little to do much work, fometimes § P 
wander ‘at odd hours over the hills for & 3 
the chance of finding what little wool the § ° 
fheep may drop when they rub them- 


'felves, as they are apt to do, in the 
bifhes.* Thefe fcattered bits of wool 
| the children pick out of the brambles, 
‘which I fee, have torn fad holes in 
. Molly’s apron to-day; they carry this 
* This piece of frugal indufry is not imaginary. but 


a real fact, as is the character of the Shenberd, and his 
/mncommon knowledge of the fcriptures. 
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| for fale, which helps to pay our rent. 
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wool home, and when they have got a #& 
ey: parcel together, their mother cards | 

; for fhe can fit and card in the chime 
nie corner, when fhe is not able to wath, 
or work about houfe. The biggeft girl 
then fpins it; it does very well for us 
without dying, for poor people mutt not 
ftand for the colour of their ftockings. j 
After this our little boys knit it for them- 
felves, while they are employed in keep- 
ing crows in the fields, and after they get 
home at night. As for the knitting the 
girls and their mother do, that is chiefly 


Mr. Johnfon lifted up his eyes infilent |} 
aftonifhment at the fhifts which honeft © 
poverty can make rather thanbeg or fteal; © 
and was furprifed to think howmany ways © 
of fubfifting there are which thofe who | 
live at their eafe little fufpe&t. He fecret- | 
ly refolved to be more attentive to his |# 
own petty expences than he had hitherto § 
been; and to be more watchful that no- 
thing was watted in his family. 1a 

But to return to the Shepherd. Mr. jf 
Johnfon told him that as he muft needs # 
be at his friend’s houfe, who lived many} it 
miles off that night, he could notas he jf 
wifhed to do, make a vilit to his cottage 7 


A 2 Be 
nd F , 


















































































ee Soares ase: a ee , - 





at prefent. But I will certainly do it, 
faid ue on my return, for I long to fee 
your wife and her nice little family, and 
to be an eye witnefs of her neatnefs and 
good management. ‘The poor man’s tears 
fiarted into his eyes on hearing the com. 
mendation beilowed on his wife; and 
wiping them off with the fleeve of his 
coat, for he was not worth a handker- 
chief in the world, he faid—Ch! Sir, 
you juft now, Iam afraid, called me an 
humble man, but indeed I am a very 
proud one. Proud! exclaimed Mr. John- 
fon, I hope not—Pride is a great fin, and 
as the poor are liable to it as well as 
the rich, fo good a man as you feem to 
be, ought to guard againftit. Sir, faid 
he, you are right, but I am not proud 
of myfelf, God knows, I have nothing 
to be proud of. [ama poor finner, but 
indeed Sir, Iam proud of my wife: She 


is not only the moft tidy, notable wo- 


man on the Plain, but fhe is the kindef 


wile and mother, and the moft con- 


tented, thankful chriftian that I know. 
Taft year I thought I fhould have oft 


her in aviolent fit of the rhenmatifm, 


| {| caught by going to work too foon after 
| her lying-in, I fear; for ’tis but a bleak 
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coldifh place, as you may fee, Sir, in| 
winter, and fometimes the fnow lies fof 
long under the hill, that I can hardly @ 
make myfelf a path to get out and buy a§ | 
few neceflaries in the next village; and& 
we are afraid to fend out the children, i 
for fear they fhould be or when the {now 
is deep. So, as I was faying, the poor] ig 
foul was very bad indeed, and for feveral h 
weeks loft the ufe of all her limbs except® 
her hands; a merciful Providence {pared} 
her the ufe of thefe, fo that when fhe} 
could not turn in her bed, fhe could con- 7 
trive to aoe a rag or two for her family. iY 
She was always faving, had it not been! 
for the sade goodnefs of God, fhe might! 
have had the “pall y initead of the rhendl 
matifm, and then fhe could: have done” 


personae nobody had fo many mer-# 
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I will not tell you what we fuffered® 
my, 
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during 'that bitter weather, Sir, but myg 
wife’s faith and patience during that try-@ 
ing time, were as good a leffon to mel 
as any Sermon I could hear, and yet 
Mr. Jenkins gave us very comfortable 
ones too, that helped to keep uD mye 
inirits, bi 
One Sunday afternoon when my wifi 
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Was at the worlt, asI was coming out of 
, Church, tor i went one part of the clay, 
i and my eldefi daughter the other, fo = 

| poor wife was never left alone. AsI wa 
coming out of Church, I fay, Mr. jena 
the minifter called out to me, and afked 
me how my wife did, faying he had been 
_ kept from coming to fee her by the deep 
fall of {now, and indeed from the parfon- 
aze-houfe to my hovel it was quite im. 
paible. I gave him all the particulars 
he afked, and I am afraida good many 
more, for my heart was quite full. He 
kindly gave me a fhilling, and faid he 
vould certainly try to pick out his way 

and come and fee her in a day or two. 

While he was talking to me, a plain 
farmer-looking Gentleman in bocts, who 
fiood by, lifte ered to all I faid, but feem- 
edtotake no notice. It was Mr. Jenkins’s 
| wife’s father, who was come to pafs the 
| Chrifimas holidays at the parfonage- 
| houfe. I had always heard him fpoken of 
})asafpiain frugal man, who lived cloie 
| himfelf, but’ was remarked to give away 
| more than any of his fhow-awa Ly ncicgh- 
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r we had tapped our laft fix-pence, and 

here was little work to be. had on ac- 
ount of the weather. I told my wife I 
yas not come back empty handed. No, 
| dare fay not, fays fhe, you have been 
ferving a mafter “ who filleth the hungry 
with good things, though he fendeth the 
rich empty away.”? True, Mary, fays |: 
we feldom fail to get good {piritual food 
from Mr. Jenkins, but to day he has kind- 
ly fupplied our bodily wants. She was 
more thankful when 1 fhewed her the fhil- 
ling, than I dare fay, fome of your great 
people are when ihe cet an hundred 
pounds. 

Mr. Johnfon’s heart {mote him w 
heard fuch a value fet upon a fhilling ; 
furely, faid he to himfelf, I will never 
wafte another; but he faid nothing to tle 
Shepherd, who thus purfued his ftory. 

Next morning before I went out, I fent 
part of the money to buy a little ale and 
brown fugar to put into her water gruel ; 
which you know, Sir, made it nice and 





nourifhing. I went out to cleave wood @ 
‘in afarm-yard, for there was no flanding & 
cut on the plain, after fuch a {now as had 


fallen in the night. I went with a Iiehter 
heart than‘ ufual, becaufe I had left my | 
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poor wife a little better; and comfortalj 
fupplied for this day, and I now refolvdmnigh' 
more than ever to truft in God for thggdith 
fupplies of the next. When I came bac litt! 
at night, my wife fell a crying as foon qgwe®! 
fhe faw me. This, I own I thought bug pre! 
a bad return for the bleflings fhe had {gg pa" 
lately received, and fo Itold her. OM Not 
faid fhe, it is too much, we are too rich@ you 
I am now frightened, not left we fhould§ 6° 
have no portion in this world, but fof c‘° 
fear we fhould have our whole portion ly> 
in it. Look here, John! So faying the 24 
uncovered the bed whereon fhe lay, and »¢ 
fhewed me two warm, thick, new blank.§ 8° 
ets. I could not believe my own eyes, 
Sir, becaufe when I went out in the™ ™ 
morning, I had left her with no otherfj 
covering than our little old thin blue : 
} 
} 
\ 
7 





rug. J was {till more amazed when fhe 
put half a crown into my hand, telling 
me fhe had had a vifit from Mr. Jenkins, 
and Mr. Jones, the latter of whom had 
bettowed all thefe good things upon us. 
Thus, Sir, have our lives been crowned 
with mercies. My wife got about again, 
and I do believe, under Providence, it 
was owing to thefe comforts; for the 
rheumatifm, Sir, without blankets by 
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icht and flannel by day, is but a bad- 
dith job, efpecially to people who have 
little or no fire. She will always bea 
(oon am weakly body ; but thank God her foul 
sht buff profpers andisin health. But I beg your 
had f@ pardon, Sir, for talking on at this rate. 
r. QM Not at all, not at all, faid Mr. Johnfon ; 
rich @you fhall certainly fine me in a few days. 
fhould§ Good night. So faying, he flipped a 
ut fof crown into his hand, and rode off. Sure- 
rtionf| ly, faid the Shepherd, goodness and mercy 
ge the Lave followed me all the days af my life, as 
, and he gave the money to his wife when he 
lank.@ got home at night. 
eyes Asto Mr. Johnfon, he found abundant 
theff matter for his thoughts during the reft of 
therff his journey. On the whole he was more 
blue § difpofed to envy than to pity the Shep- 
fhe@ herd. I have feldom feen, faid he, fo 
linc} happy a man. It is a fort of happinels 
ins, Which the world could not give, and 
had @ which I plainly fee, it has not been able 
us, J to take away. This muift be the true 
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ied @ {pirit of Religion. I fee more and more, J 
in, @ that true goodnefs is not merely athing @ 
it of words and opinions, but a Living # 
he J Principle brought into every common ac. ff 
by tion of a man’s life. What elfe could f 


have fupported this poor couple under t 
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every bitter trial of want, and ficknefs: 
No, my honeft Shepherd, Ido not pity, 
but I refpect and even honour thee ; and 
I will vifitthy poor hovel onmy return 
to Salifbury with as much pleafure asl 
am now going to the houfe of my friend. 

If Mr. Johnfon keeps his word in fend. 
ing me the account of his vifit to the 
Shepherd’s cottage, I fhall be very glad 
to entertain my readers with it, and fhall 
conclude this firft part. (Z.) 





The Lancafhire Collier Girl. 
A TRUE STORY. 














Be a fmall village in Lancafhire there h- 
veda few years ago, an induitrious man 
and his wife, who had fix children. The 
man himfelf ufed to work in a neighbour- 
ing colliery, while the wife took care of 
the family, attended alfo to their little 
farm, and minded the dairy, and when all 
her other work was done, fhe ufed con- 
fiantly to fit down to fpin. It will natu- 
rally be fuppofed that the children of fuch 


a mother, even when very young, were 
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not fuffered to be idle. The eldeft daugh. 
ter workedwith the mother atthe {pinning. 
wheel, which the learnt to think a very 
pleafant employment, and fhe fometimes 
accompanied her work with a cheerful 
hymn, or a good moral fong, which her 
parents had taken care to teach her. 
But the fecond daughter of the name 
of Mary is the chief fubje& of the pre/ent 
{tory : when this girl was nine years old, 
the honelft collier finding that he had but 
little employment for her above ground, 


took her to work with him down in the 


coal-pit together with one of his boys, 
wo was then no more than feven years 
of age. Thefe two children readily put 
their ftreneth to the bafket ; dragging the 
coals from the workmen to the mouth of 
the pit; and by their joint labours they 
did the duty of one of thofe men, who 
are commonly called,‘ the drawer 

clearing i no lefs than feven fhil. 
lings a week for their parents. It mutt 
be owned to be not impofible, that they 


may have fometimes exerted themfelves | 


even beyond their ftrength ; which is now 
and then the cafe with little children, 
through the fault of thofe who exaét the 
work from them; but fince in this cafe 
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the father had an eye to them during the. 
hours of labour, while they had a prudeat 
and tender mother allo, to look aiter them 
at home, there is no particular reaion to 
fuppofe, that at the time of which we are 
now {peaking, they were ever much o- 
ver-worked. 

Here then let us flop to remark how 
different was the cafe of this numerous 
family from that of many others, in the 
fame humble fituation of life. lary and 
her brother, fo far from being a burthen, 
were bringing a little fortune to their pa- 
rents, even when they were eight or ten 
years old; ail the family were getting 
forward by. the help of thefe little crea- 
tures, and their worldly comforts were 
now increafing on every fide. Ub 

But alas! inthe midf of this cheerfully 
and contented diligence, on one fatal day, | i 
while the good man was in the a@ of fix- @ 
ing a bafket, in order to its being wound @ 
up, the children ftanding near him in the # 
coal-pit, fome fiones fell from the top of 
the pit, one of which fell on the father’s 
head, and killed him onthe fpot. Whata 
melancholy event was this! fome difmal § 
circumftances alfo remain to be told, which 
were the confequences of it; but in. order 
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to relieve the pain of my reader, I will here 
remark, that the moit grievous afflictions 
are often appointed by providence, to be 
the means, in one way or other, of calling 
fome e: straordinary virtue into exercile; 
and accordingly we ithall fee that the 
calamity which is now fpoken of, will 
} introduce Mary, the young collier girl, 
) to the farther good opinion of the reader. 
Hy; The mother, on hearing the news of her 
"i hufband’s death, together with the deferi ip- 
1 tion of the fad accident which Save occa. 
fion to it, received fuch a fhock, that her 
mind was not abie to bear up under it; fhe 
became difordered in her underitanding, 
nor did fhe to the end of her life recover 
_ her fenfes. Being now rendered extreme- 
| ly helplefs, fhe was feparated from her 
\échildren by the parifh officers, who con- 
tinued to take the charge of her for the 
ry {pace of five years. A fhort time after the 
father’s death, the eldeit daughter, (the 
{fpinner) married, and went from home ; 
“ two of the brothers, (of the ages of nine 
| and feven,) were bound apprentices by the 
i parifh, which allo took the charge of two 
Li 





|W others, (one three years old, the other an 
| infant) until they fhould be fufliciently 
} grown up to be bound out alfo. 
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In this place I cannot avoid obferving, 
yhat a blefling itis to poor people in this 
country, that parifh ofhcers are obliged, 
inall fuch cafes ofneceflity as that of which 
Jarmn now ipeaking; to give maintainance to 
thoie, who app ly to them, and whata pity it 
is that this wife aud merciiul provifion of 
our laws fhou!ld ever be abuled. Mary, the 
sirl of whom we are giving the hiltory, ha- 
ing been already trained to induftry, -was 
by no means difpofed to feek any unnecef- 
lary help from the par riih, and being now 
between eleven and twelve years old, fhe 
determined to maintain herieli, like a lit- 
tle independent woman, by her uiual work 
in the coal pit, where fhe was g generally a- 
ble after this time to earn at leaft a thil- 
ling a day; in three or four years after- 

wards earning no ane than two fhillings. 
had now I would alk my young female 
read ers, what they think was the manner 
‘in which fhe employed all this fruit of her 
induftry ? Do you imagine that the laid it 
out in vanity of drefs, in nice eating and 
drinking, or other needlefsexpence? or do 
you fuppofe that fhe would now indulge 
herfelf in idlenefs on one or two days in 
the week, becaufe fhe had got eneugh for 
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herfelf to live upon during the four or five 
working days? no: I truit you will have 
formed no fuch expectation: I hope you 
will be well aware what Mary did with her 
money, by having already reflected what 
you would have done with it in the like 
cafe. She in the firft place releafed 
the parifh from the burthen of maintaining 
i, her mother, which fhe did as foon as the 
Mi) was arrived at the age of fixteen, being ex. 



























Bt -emely anxious to tak e this poor diforder. f 
| ed helplets parent home to live with her. Jpar 
felf : fhe then relieved the parifh officers plez 
from the charge of one of her brothers, and §m2) 

fhe continued to provide for him, until he §mal 

... died. Having been taught never to con- fea 
_ fider her duty as done, while any part of Jjcou 
ify), it [eemed to be left undone, fhe afterwards Flaw 
av undertook the maintainance of one of her Jen 
i ii cther brothers, who remained with her du- int 
| i ring fixteen weeks illnefs, at the end of bo 
\ which period fhe fol steer belies tothe grave, ec 
' | burving him at herown expence. After a- Jot 
t bout feven years the mother died alfo, and Jwi 
}|| was buried in like manner by this dutiful dle 
})! child, without any afhftance from the pa: of 


1: f rifh. 
If any of my readers ihontd here in- 
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child to fupport all thefe relations, many 

{ them being alfo occafionally very bur- 
henfome through their fickneis? the an- 

ver is, that in the cafe of thele extraor- 
wx: calls upon her, fhe ufed to betake 

erfelf to extraordinary labour, fometiimes 
arning no lefs than three fhillings and. 
ix-pence-in the four and twenty hours, by 
aking what is called “ a double turn” 
n the coal-pits. 

The ready fubmiffon of Jfary to her 
parents when fhe was in early lite, is fo 
pleafing a part of her character, that it 
may be proper in this place again to 
make aremark upon it. Let my young 
readers recollect that in fubmiflion to the 
command of her father, or rather to that 
lav of God which enjoins parental obedi- 
ence, fhe cheerfully followed him down 
into the coal-pit, burying herfelf in the 
bowels of the earth, and there at atender 
ave, without excufing herielf on account 
of her fex, fhe joined in the fame work 
with the miners, a race of men rough in- 
deed, but highly ufeful to the community, 
of whom I am alfo happy to fay that they 
have the character of being honeft and 
faithful, as well as remarkably courageous, 
and that they have given moreover fome 
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firiking inftances of their readinefs tox 
ceive religious initruction, when offere 
to them. Among thefe men to their ho 
nor be it fpoken, AMary’s virtue was fai 
and after the death of her father, fhe ; 
even faid to have received proteCtion, a 
well as affiftance from them; her fatigue 
having been fometimes leflened, throug! 
their lending her a helping hand, wit 
great feeling and kindneis. 

But though Mary’s mind was naturally 
flrong, and her conftitution of body was 
very fitout alfo, yet towards the end of the 
period which has been {poken of, fhe be 
gan to be bowed down in fome meature 
by the afflictions and labors which fhe ha 
endured. It was evident that fhe had noi 
been led to exert herfelt beyond he 
ftrength. How lamentable is it, that whilefexp 
fo many people in the world are idle, audjiver 
are contracting ‘difeafes both of body andjkon 
mind, from the abundance of their richesffie¢ 


eav 


and from want of fome wholefome andfple: 


ufeful exercile, there fhould be any bend-fexe 


ing like Mary, under their work, hiddenffers 


in coal-pits, or from fome caufe or othergpre 
removed from obfervation! what a pity isfKov 
it I fay, that the former fhould not employ§ | 
a little of their time and money in en@fa 
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eavouring to find thefe diftrefied obje&ts 4. 
ind I may alfo add, how lamentable a 
ing is it, that while fo many poor peo- 
le are feen, who are apt to complain too 
pon, there fhould be any, who do not 
ell their diftrefles to thofe who can help 
iem (which I truft however does not of- 
en happen) till it is almoft too late! 

I was oblerving that Mary began about 
his time evidently to lofe her ftrength, 


ind her head was alfo troubled by.fome of 


hole {trange and unpleafant imaginations, 
hich are known by perfons converfant 
vith the difeafes of the poor, to be no un- 
{ual confequence of bad food, and great 
odily fatigue, joined with exceflive crief, 
t firft fhe was not aware that fhe labour- 


ed under any diforder, for fhe had feldom 
experienced ill health, while her relations 


vere alive; and it feems probable that the 
omfort which fhe derived from the re- 
fection of affording them fupport, and the 


pleafing fenfations which arofe during the 
exercife of her attention to them, 
lerved both to keep up her fpirits, and to 
prevent her conftitution from breaking 
lown. 


had 


Itruift it is not fuperftitious to fuppofle 
hat when fincere chriftians come, as Mag 
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ty now did, into very trying circumfig 
ces, they may hope, notwithilanding a 
appearances to the contrary, to expe; 
ence {till in one way or other, the peculil 
ar bleifing of Heaven; Ido not expeé th 
{uch perfons will be free from pain, pove 
ty, or ficknefs, or other worldly evils, fo 
it isof{tenquite the contrary, but then Ib 
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lieve that theie very afflictions will } re 
made the means of encreafing their tri rt 
in God, and prove in the end, (I mean cj, 
ther here or hereafter) to have been en... 
tirely defigned for their good. ‘The cala].,. 


mities of Mary were now rifen to fuch@s,,. 
height, that thofe who are not accuftome@] 
to view things in this religious and mo... 
comforting light, might beweady to ima, 
gine that the Almighty had forfaken hem. y 
and that there is little ufe in ferving hing), 
Let us here number up her affliction#§,... 
She had feen with her own eyes the dread§,,.. 
ful death of her father, fhe had for a lonfir., 
time witnefied the affecting condition Gf, 
her mother, who ufed to follow her abou... | 
the houfe, without knowing the hand bf, 
which fhe was fuvported; Mary, befid@fy,. 
this, had attended the long and drooping. 
ficknefs of her two brothers; and now hq 
ving fallen fick herfelf, being both weak! ny 
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uy, ead adly enfeebled in her mind, 
e was euraliveer all alone in a little com- 
rtlefs habitation, having been deprived 
-death of every one of thofe dear rela- 
res, the fight of whom had many atime 
eered her {pirits, while the idea of fup- 
ying them with a comfortable fubfift- 
ce, had been ufled to fweeten her em- 
oyment, and lighten the feverity of her 
pil. 

It was at this period of her extremity 
at it pleafed God to raife up for her 
me kind aad in the manner which 
fhall now defcribe. 

A lady of de fame villave heard that a 
dager i place was vacant in a neighbour- 

family, and adviied Mary, feeble as 

e was, to prefent he erfelf{there, as a can- 
idate to fill this compara tively eafy and 
onfortable fituation. Accordingly the 
oor See ee ee 
fer her fervices; fhe mentioned with her 
lual honetty, what had been the habits of 
er former life, and what was the {tate of 
er health alfo: it feemed undoubtedly 
uch againft bi intereft to do fo, but it 
s hope for the blefiing of God, or 
ny true comiort in our 


xpect 
ninds when we 
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fall into affliction, if we fly to unhiill. w 
means of refcuing ourfelves out of it; anfiilne o 
inftead of trufting in God, truft to only * 
own little frauds, and crooked contrivan he 
ces. em 
The anfwer made to Mary’s applicatioim be o! 
(vas unfavourable, for it was thought, ang” 
indeed it was gently hinted, that ; a young Phie 
woman, hitherto fo much expofed as thdllomen 
had been, was not likely to prove a vergmorde 
f.t inmate in a fober private family. foe 
Mary felt very keenly this unhappy fulfh on, 
picion againit her charaéter; but whatary, 
could the do? fhe walked very quietly ?s 
away, with a down-caft look, and with a.” . 
mind guite broken down by this frefh affbnar. 
fiiction and difafter. The owners of theif n 
manfion happened however to oblerve het r. 
countenance, and the peculiar modefty off, | 
her manner, as fhe was taking her defha ¢ 
parture, for her patient and filent grieifh me 
touched them far more fenfibly than anj i t 
loud complaints could have done and they ee 
/quiries concerning her. The gentleman fit 
went him/elf on the fame day to the colli- ie 
ery, where the matter of the pit repliedi «+ 
to his que ti ons, nearly in the following ~ 
terms. “ Sir, faid ke, fhe is a poor girl 
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thas over-worked herfelf, for fhe has undertaken 
paz we call tafk work, which is very hard labour ; fhe 
nue of the beft girls that ever I knew, and is refpect- 
by all the colliers, and though (added he) I cannot 
ny that now and then my men take a cup too much, 
ich is apt to make them fometimes quarrelfome, yet 
eynever fuffer a bad word to be fpoken or an affront 
be offered to a girl in the pit, without punifhing the 
low who may be guilty, and making him heartily 
amed of himfelf.”’ 

This rule of decency and propriety towards young 
onen, eftablifhed by .a fet of coarfe miners, is here 
corded for the wees of fome of thofe perfons, whe 
epleafed to call themfelves their betters. 

The Gentleman, after a very minute and full exami- 
tion, was fo well fatisfied of the good character of 
lary, that fhe was received into his fervice, in which 
has now been living comfortably for about the {pace 
fix years. Her health is recovered, her habits of 
ligence are ftill very great, and fle is faid to be of a 
markably modeft, humble and contented fpirit. It 
ay not be improper to mention, that the mafter of the 
oule in which fhe is, has furnifhed all the materials of 
pis ftory. 

I will now take leave of my readers, by remarking, 
hat the little tale which I have been reciting, feems 
ome to hold out the following ufeful lefflons. 

In the firft place, I think it may teach the poor, that 
rey can feldom be in any condition of life fo low, as 
) prevent their rifing to fome degree of independence, 
ithey chufe to exert themfelves, and that there can be 
o{ituation whatever fo mean, as to forbid the prac- 
ce of many noble virtues. It may inftru& the rich 
ot to turn the poor from their doors, merely on zccount 
{ firft appearances, but rather to examine into their 
mracter, expeCting fomsetimes to find peculiar modefty 
nd merit, even in the moft expofed fituations. This 
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ftory alfo may encourage the afflicted to ferve and tnj 
4 God in every parcrarisy's and finally, it may teach : 
PO «= defcriptions of perfons, who may have to 0: throu 
: dang rerous and trying circumi{tances, that th ey may ex 
pec the divine protection and bleffing, provided thy 
ie ere not needlefsly throwing themfelves in the way 9 
bl | temptation, but are endeavouring like Mary to lea 

‘| “ and Jabour truly to get their own living, and to ¢ 
* their duty in that ftate of life, unto which it hat 
*¢ pleafed God to call them.” 
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